


Tarragona has always been known for 
its extraordinary light. Everyone knows 
that photography is actually drawing with 
light, and that without the light there can 
be no shadows; indeed, it is precisely 
these shadows that I look for when cre-
ating my work.

The Part Alta of Tarragona used to have 
some fantastic nooks and crannies that 
over the years have been lost, but for-
tunately for our photographic lens there 
are still a number of little treasures.

I have deliberately eliminated the human 
factor from the photographs, apart from 
one small exception, in order to prioritize 
the walls and the paving, their stones al-
ways illuminated by a streetlight.

This generous streetlight gave me suffi-
cient light to be able to capture the shad-
ows.

My thanks to Xavier Pié and MACC for 
supporting my photographs with a mu-
sical composition created especially for 
the occasion, known as Pregària.

I have always been fascinated by the lo-
cations of the Part Alta, and even more so 
when they are lit by the streetlights.

The book “Tarragona, Part Alta” was pub-
lished in 1990. Half of the photographs 
were shot at night, but I didn’t enjoy the 
experience much because back then the 
atmosphere was neither safe nor pleas-
ant. This time I felt completely at ease 
and worked with a different outlook: the 
same places but with a different atmos-
phere, different people, different estab-
lishments...

Some people claim that Catalan society 
is broken. I don’t understand either pol-
itics or sociology, but I have to say that 
in summer, once the sun has set, sitting 
in the Plaça del Fòrum or the Plaça del 
Rei with a beer before dinner, or a cocktail 
afterwards, is something that is well worth 
paying for.

In these squares I don’t see a damaged 
society; all I see are people who are liv-
ing their lives with generosity, sharing not 
only their laughter but also their concerns 
about life. As far as I am concerned, the 
Part Alta is a point of contact.
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